


• Poverty

• Low levels of education

• Inadequate sanitation facilities

• Lack of access to clean and safe water

• Agricultural work and activities that involve contact with contaminated water sources

• Regions with prevalent freshwater bodies

• Limited availability of health services or professionals

Key Actors

Schistosoma mansoni

Biomphalaria glabrata

Biomphalaria straminea

Biomphalaria tenagophila



B. glabrata B. straminea B. tenagophila
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FioSchisto is a research network led by Fiocruz, comprising 
external advisors, members from the Ministry of Health, 
and an international representative, focused on advancing 
strategies for schistosomiasis control and elimination.



1. Need for National Survey Refocusing on Endemic Areas and Localities 
Within Municipalities

⚬ Current surveys often focus on municipalities as a whole, overlooking specific 
endemic areas and localities where targeted interventions are crucial.

⚬ The national survey aims to accurately assess Brazil's status regarding 
schistosomiasis prevalence and infection intensity.

2. Demand for Improved Diagnostic Tests Due to Decreasing Parasitic Load
⚬ As parasite burdens decrease, there is a growing need for more sensitive 

diagnostic tests to detect low-level infections accurately.

3. Investment in Sustainable Measures: Sanitation and Health Education
⚬ Long-term strategies must prioritize investments in sustainable solutions such 

as improved sanitation infrastructure and comprehensive health education 
programs.



4. Modernizing Information Systems
⚬ Developing a modern, unified information system for schistosomiasis is 

imperative. This system should facilitate real-time data sharing, tracking of 
interventions, and monitoring of progress towards elimination goals.

5. Consideration of Mass Treatment Strategy Appropriateness
⚬ Based on our experiences in Brazil, mass treatment may not always be 

suitable for the country's epidemiological situation.
⚬ Initial mass treatment in high-prevalence and high-intensity infection areas 

could serve as an effective attack measure.
⚬ Sustainable measures, including sanitation improvements and ongoing health 

education, should run concurrently to achieve lasting impact.













@schistosymposium2024

https://www.schisto.fiocruz.br/17simposio/
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