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Year 2024 Marks GSA 10 Year Anniversary 

Initial landscape

In 2012 stakeholders sign the London declarations on NTDs. Merck 
commits 250 million tablets a year. Who is working where and on what?

Why GSA? 

A convening platform for collaboration and communication among 
stakeholders involved in schistosomiasis control and elimination.

In 2014

GSA started with 10 founding partners – 3 working groups, roughly 40 
individuals

Now 2024

GSA has 23 partner organisations, over 300 individual members in 
working groups, and a wide network of stakeholders. 2
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GSA Priority Strategic Objectives



GSA Focus Areas For 2022-2025

► Guided by : 
► 7 Advisory Board 
► 23 Partners 
► 21 GSA Ambassadors 
► 15 Working Group Chairs
► Consult with WHO and ESPEN.
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Working Together To Eliminate Schistosomiasis

► Strengthen knowledge sharing and capabilities 

development

► Collaborations across stakeholders leveraging 

working groups and interest groups.

► Use:

► Online meetings

► In person sessions & workshops

► Digital systems to facilitate collaboration and 

sharing findings, proposals, protocols, and 

manuals.

► Ethos of forum, community of practice & network
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Working Together – Working Groups

Behaviour Change and 
Health Education 
Working Group

• 29 members

• Chairs Willemijn 
Zaadnoordijk and 
Naomi Caplan.

Monitoring and 
Evaluation Working 
Group

• 43 members

• Chairs Khadime Sylla 
and Stella Kepha.

Engineering Working 
Group

• 31 members

• Chairs May Sule and 
Giulio De Leo.

Research Working 
Group

• 31 members

• Chairs Justin Komguep 
and Derick Osakunor.

Implementation 
working group

• 18 members

• Chairs Anna Phillips 
and Upendo Mwingira.

Snail Vector Working 
group

• 99 members

• Chairs Fiona Allan, Tom 
Pennance and Martina 
Laidemitt.

Diagnostics Working 
Group

• 57 members

• Chairs Jean Coulibaly 
and Pytsje Hoekstra-
Mevius.
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Working Together – Interest Groups

► Genital Schistosomiasis Community 
of Practice (175 members) -
researchers and healthcare 
professionals

► Early Career Researchers Network –
in progress. Led by ECR Steering 
Committee with chair Omosefe 
Osinoiki

► Working groups and interest groups 
have their own communication set up 
with dedicated email address and 
shared folder. 
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Collaborations beyond GSA groups

► GSA Collaborates with a number of networks 

and groups:

► International Society for NTDs – collaborators 

on webinars 

► NTD NGO Network - support SCH-STH DSG & 

collaborate with the WASH WG

► FGS Integration Group - Sexual and 

Reproductive Health sector

► And less formal collaborations as and when 

needed: COR NTD, LUMC, BILGENSA, Wellcome 

Trust, African Ministers Council on Water, 

World Bladder Cancer Patient Coalition, UK 

Health Security Agency, School Meals Coalition.

► AND we are excited about working with RNAS+
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► Webinars with ISNTD – over 20 

webinars since 2020

► Webinars and meetings with other 

partners (Gates Foundation, FIG, NNN, 

COR NTD, BILGENSA, NIPD, LUMC, 

Kikundi) 

A platform and network for schistosomiasis

► Newsletters (763 mailing list):

► Schisto Bulletin (3-4 a year)

► Schistosomiasis Research 

Update (5-7 a year)

► Special announcements to 

mailing list: (3 special 

announcements 2023) 

► Social Media: 

► X/Twitter (4,609 followers)

► LinkedIn (1,433)
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What is the GSA newsletter? 

►A subscription-based mailing list. We use MailChimp. Email based 
–direct to inbox.

►Newsletter contains short summaries of news from schisto 
community.  Each short summary has a link where you can find 
out more. 

► Two newsletters:

► Schisto Bulletin – regular with general Schisto news. 

► Research Update – frequent, targeted for researchers (grants, training, 
conferences etc).

►Newsletters are in English and French.

►We need to think about geographical reach. Solutions welcome! 

► Example – June Research Update. 11



GSA website – One-Stop-Shop for Schisto 
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GSA website – One-Stop-Shop for Schisto 
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A platform and network for schistosomiasis

► Next steps - Increase accessibility
► Diversify language use (French in 

progress, Portuguese, other 
captions & interpretation). 

► Exploring other platforms (e.g. 
Telegram).

► Need to consider how to expand 
our reach to wider geographical 
regions.
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GSA Online Network and Directory
Find schistosomiasis experts! 
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Working Together To Eliminate Schistosomiasis 
Find out more: 

www.eliminateschisto.org

Email:  anouk.gouvras:@eliminateschisto.org 16

Thank you to GSA 
exec and coordination 
team: David Rollinson, 
Johannes Waltz, Kat 

Gulyas. 

Thank you to all the 
chairs, members and 
collaborators working 

with us! 

Thank you for your 
time and attention 

today! 
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